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History & Purpose of OAR’s Portfolios

The Portfolios were established by OAR 
Circular 222.1 in 2016.

This Circular was revised in 2020.

The purpose of the OAR Portfolios is to 
enhance communication, coordination, 

and collaboration across OAR.
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Overview of OAR’s 3 Portfolios

Climate Portfolio             Oceans Portfolio   Weather Portfolio
Portfolio Steward - Wayne Higgins           Portfolio Steward - David Legler            Portfolio Steward - Ko Barrett*

      
Portfolio Advisor - Neil Christerson (A)    Portfolio Advisor - Liz Tirpak  Portfolio Advisor - Kathryn Mozer

                                               Provides support to all three Portfolios

                                                             Portfolio Analyst - Katie Robinson
                                                                  Portfolio Analyst - Vacant

                                                            Portfolio Admin. Support - Vacant

* John Cortinas is fulfilling the duties of the Weather Portfolio Steward on Ko’s behalf
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Portfolio’s Focus

The OAR Climate Portfolio focuses on long-term observations, 
research to advance understanding, and modeling to improve 
predictions of our Earth system.

The OAR Weather Portfolio focuses on improving understanding and 
forecasting capabilities for near-term (minutes to 2 years) high-impact 
weather events that endanger lives and property.

The OAR Ocean Portfolio focuses on improving understanding of 
habitats, processes, and resources in the oceanic, coastal, and Great 
Lakes environments.

PSL is a member of the Climate and Weather Portfolios

Portfolio & Portfolio Membership is determined by Program, Project, or Activity (PPA) funding
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How the Portfolios Work
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Facilitating effective budget planning and 
execution

Oceans

ClimateWeather

Innovative Research & Technology

OAR FY20 Budget
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Lead field campaigns to improve weather, water, and climate predictions
• PSL serves as a leader for national and international field programs to observe and understand the 

behavior of the atmosphere over land, oceans, ice, and snow. Recent campaigns include the Atlantic 
Tradewind Ocean–Atmosphere Mesoscale Interaction Campaign (ATOMIC) to advance understanding of 
U.S. weather and climate;Multidisciplinary Drifting Observatory for the Study of Arctic Climate (MOSAiC) to 
study the Arctic’s physical, chemical, and biological processes; and the  El Niño Rapid Response (ENRR) 
to understand the impacts of El Nino on the U.S.

Communicate and provide decision support services for water management
• Through enhancing targeted observations, improving precipitation and streamflow predictions, and 

advancing modeling capabilities, PSL develops forecasts for hydrologic extremes (too much or too little 
water) which are essential to effectively managing water resources. These developments are critical for a 
number of sectors, including: agriculture, water supply, energy, water security, and public safety.

Reduce vulnerability to extreme events
• PSL studies the physical processes underlying extreme events, short-term climate variations and long-term 

trends to improve the skill and reliability of weather forecasts and climate predictions. By identifying the 
causes of extremes as well as the conditions under which droughts, heat waves, and floods are 
predictable, PSL seeks to provide timely, accurate information information to decision makers, enabling 
informed decisions on how society should invest in critical infrastructure in risk-prone areas while ensuring 
resilience.

•
.

PSL’s Alignment with the Portfolios
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The Portfolios are in the process of identifying Portfolio priorities for FY21 that include:
• Boundary Layer Research
• Precipitation Prediction Grand Challenge
• Climate and Fisheries
• Ocean and Atmosphere Interactions
• Arctic
• Socioeconomic Valuation Work
• Integration of Social Science

The Portfolios will also play a role in facilitating the implementation of OAR and NOAA priorities.
• Goals of the OAR Strategy 2020-2026: 

(1) Explore the Marine Environment 
(2) Detect Changes in the Ocean & Atmosphere 
(3) Make Forecasts Better 
(4) Drive Innovative Science

• NOAA R&D Vision Areas 2020-2026: 
(1) Reducing societal impacts from severe weather and other environmental phenomena 
(2) Sustainable use and stewardship of ocean and coastal resources
(3) A robust and effective research, development, and transition enterprise

Looking to the Future
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Questions?
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